riU                                    PREFACE
can we plead in our defence? I fear, very little. Such
pursuits can hardly be defended on the ground of pure
reason. We can only say that something, we know not
what, drives us to attack the great enemy Ignorance
wherever we see him, and that if we fail, as we probably
shall, in our attack on his entrenchments, it may be useless
but it is not inglorious to fall in leading a Forlorn Hope.
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